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Statement of Limitations 

This report has been prepared by SLR Consulting (Canada) Ltd. (SLR) for Skyview BESS Inc. 
(Client) in accordance with the scope of work and all other terms and conditions of the 
agreement between such parties. SLR acknowledges and agrees that the Client may provide 
this report to government agencies, interest holders, and/or Indigenous communities as part of 
project planning or regulatory approval processes. Copying or distribution of this report, in whole 
or in part, for any other purpose other than as aforementioned is not permitted without the prior 
written consent of SLR. 

Any findings, conclusions, recommendations, or designs provided in this report are based on 
conditions and criteria that existed at the time work was completed and the assumptions and 
qualifications set forth herein. 

This report may contain data or information provided by third party sources on which SLR is 
entitled to rely without verification and SLR does not warranty the accuracy of any such data or 
information. 

Nothing in this report constitutes a legal opinion nor does SLR make any representation as to 
compliance with any laws, rules, regulations, or policies established by federal, provincial 
territorial, or local government bodies, other than as specifically set forth in this report. 
Revisions to legislative or regulatory standards referred to in this report may be expected over 
time and, as a result, modifications to the findings, conclusions, or recommendations may be 
necessary. 
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mailto:info@skyview2bess.ca
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Figure 1-1: Class EA for Transmission Facilities Process (Hydro One 2024) 
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3.5.4 Ministry of Natural Resources 

The Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) responded to the Notice of Commencement on 
February 3, 2025, with the “MNR Southern Region Information Package – For External 
Proponent Environmental Assessments” (Package), which is used to help project proponents 
understand MNR's role as a commenting agency and interests related to environmental 
assessment within the Ministry’s mandate. The Package also provided information on the 
Ministry’s regulatory authority to issue authorizations, permits, licenses and/or approvals.  

The MNR indicated that, should no MNR interests in the Project be identified, there was no 
need to further circulate to MNR as a commenting agency under the applicable EA process. 
No MNR interests were identified based on the information contained in the Package, and as 
such, aside from the Notice of Completion, no further communications were circulated to the 
MNR. However, the MNR responded to the Notice of Completion on October 10, 2025, 
indicating that the Kemptville-Kingston District Office should be contacted regarding the 
potential need for MNR permits or authorizations. As such, although no MNR interests were 
identified, the Kemptville-Kingston District Office will be contacted to confirm that MNR has no 
regulatory role in the Project.   

3.5.5 Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness 

The Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness (OMAFA) (formerly known as the 
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs or OMAFRA) was provided the Notice of 
Commencement on January 30, 2025. On February 20, 2025, OMAFA provided a response 
letter with comments on potential impacts to prime agricultural lands and requested additional 
information. On March 3, 2025, Skyview BESS Inc. responded to the letter with additional 
information about the Project, including maps depicting the land classifications for the Project 
Site, which show that the site is primarily located on rural, non-prime agricultural lands. 
Skyview BESS Inc. explained that once the construction and operation phases of the Project 
are complete, the lands will be rehabilitated back to agricultural use. It was also explained that 
the Project will complete a Class EA for TF process to identify and mitigate potential impacts. 
No additional follow-up was required. 

3.5.6 Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada  

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) was not identified as a relevant agency during the initial 
development of the Project Contact List. Formal communications with DFO will be conducted 
throughout the permitting and approvals process. A Request for Review was submitted on 
October 2, 2025 and a Letter of Advice requested to ensure that the Project will have no 
negative impacts to fish and fish habitat.  

3.5.7 South Nation Conservation  

The SNC was included on the Project Contact List and issued all public notices. 
SNC participated in the June 24, 2024, pre-consultation meeting held as part of the Township of 
Edwardsburgh Cardinal’s Site Plan Approval process, and meeting notes were received 
June 28, 2024. The SNC advised that they would require permits for any interference with a 
watercourse.  

On November 7, 2024, Skyview provided an invitation to the SNC to have an in-person meeting 
regarding the Project. The SNC responded that they had attended the Site Plan Approval pre-
meeting and required no further information at this time.  
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On February 6, 2025, Skyview provided the SNC with information regarding the ecological 
investigation findings and 30% design drawings in preparation for a discussion on the 
stormwater management requirements. Skyview, SNC, and the Township met on 
February 11, 2025, to review the proposed approach to stormwater design and get early 
feedback and recommendations.  

On March 11, 2025, Skyview BESS Inc. submitted the draft Stormwater Management Plan for 
SNC’s preliminary review and comment. Comments were received April 17, 2025, which 
included a request for additional information in the revised report.  

Skyview BESS Inc. is continuing to work with the SNC to obtain permitting for development 
within SNC regulated areas, as per Section 28.1 of the Conservation Authorities Act and 
O. Reg. 41/24: Prohibited Activities, Exemptions and Permits. Consultation with SNC is also 
continuing as part of the ongoing Site Plan Approval application process.  

3.5.8 United Counties of Leeds and Grenville 

Communications with the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville began on October 19, 2023, 
when the County was provided with the preliminary Notice of Commencement and invitation to 
attend the initial Public Open Houses for the Project. Post contract award, an introductory call 
with the Economic Development Manager was held on October 22, 2024. The County was 
included on the Project Contact List and received all communication updates and invitations 
regarding the Project before and during the Class EA for TF process.  

Key points of contact to-date are summarized below:  

 A planner from the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville responded to the Notice of 
Commencement on January 31, 2025, requesting clarifications on layout and potential 
impacts on agricultural land.  

 A virtual meeting was arranged for February 27, 2025, to discuss laydown area 
reclamation, access road and transmission line easements, and the road use 
agreement. 

 Follow-up emails were sent to the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville in March and 
April 2025 to confirm the items discussed in the February meeting, and no response was 
received.  

Consultation with the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville is ongoing and Skyview BESS Inc. 
will continue communications as required.  

3.5.9 Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal  

Consultation with the Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal began early during the IESO LT1 
RFP process in May 2023. The Project was presented to the Township’s Committee of the 
Whole twice in October 2023, and a Community Benefit Fund commitment letter was provided 
to the Township on November 22, 2023. The Township was also provided with the preliminary 
Notice of Commencement and invitation to attend the initial open house for the Project. 
The Township Committee of the Whole issued a resolution of support for the Project on 
November 27, 2023.  

Engagement with the Township resumed in May 2024 after the Project was awarded a contract 
with the IESO. The Township initiated a virtual kick-off meeting for Site Plan Approval on 
June 24, 2024, and Skyview BESS Inc. continued to provide periodic updates to the Township 
on development progress and layout revisions throughout October and November 2024 and into 
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2025. Information exchanges were mostly by email and meetings were arranged as necessary 
(virtual or in-person).  

Engagement with the Fire Chief began in November 204 continuing through 2025. 
Skyview BESS Inc. provided information on fire safety and emergency responses and 
coordinated with the Fire Chief to arrange a basic training session on battery fire safety. 
The virtual training session took place on March 28, 2025, where ESRG delivered a 
comprehensive presentation covering key topics, including an overview of the battery storage 
technology, system components, notable causes of battery failures and lessons learned on 
other projects, potential hazards and mitigation strategies (i.e., built-in alarms, controls and data 
driven defences), relevant codes and standards, emergency response procedures, and future 
planning. Skyview BESS Inc. specified that the same training can be made available to the 
Township’s volunteer firefighters and other interested staff upon request. The Fire Chief did not 
have additional questions or follow-ups after the training session.  

Throughout April 2025, correspondence with the Township took place regarding potential 
transportation haul routes during construction. Skyview BESS Inc. asked the Township for their 
recommendations on a preferred route to mitigate impacts to road users. 

Skyview BESS Inc. coordinated the date of the Public Open House with the Township, and the 
Township posted the public invitation on their website at least two weeks prior to the date of the 
open house. During the Public Open House on May 1, 2025, over a dozen Township staff 
members attended the event from 3:00 to 4:00 pm to learn more about the Project, ask 
questions and engage in discussions with the Project Team. A number of staff members from 
the Township had questions and Skyview BESS Inc. was able to address their questions at the 
Public Open House.  

Skyview BESS Inc. is currently working with the Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal, including 
the local Fire Department, as part of the ongoing Site Plan Approval application process. 
Skyview BESS Inc. will continue to engage with the Township on a regular basis.  

3.5.10 City of Ottawa 

On January 31, 2025, the City of Ottawa contacted Skyview BESS Inc. to request more 
information, including siting and setback requirements for the BESS infrastructure. 
Skyview BESS Inc. responded the same day and provided additional details including how the 
Project will adhere to different setback criteria including existing and potential noise receptors 
and sensitive environmental features and land uses. No additional follow-up was required.  

3.5.11 Hydro One (HONI) 

The Notice of Commencement was sent to HONI on January 30, 2025. A response was 
received from HONI on February 27, 2025, requesting to be included for future correspondence 
related to the Project. The Draft ESR was shared with HONI on September 9, 2025, and in 
response, HONI provided comments on the Draft ESR on September 29, October 3 and 
October 8, 2025. Skyview BESS Inc. revised the Draft ESR to address HONI’s request to 
include additional description of the new transmission lines and HONI’s scope of work during 
the construction phase. This information has been included in Section 1.1, Project Overview, 
Section 6.3.3, Electrical Connection Components, and Section 6.5.2, Construction.  

Skyview BESS Inc. will continue to engage with HONI as the Project progresses and as needed 
with respect to HONI infrastructure and approval requirements.  
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3.6 Notice of Completion and Draft ESR Comment Period 

All those listed on the Project Contact List were provided with the Notice of Completion and/or a 
copy of the Draft ESR between September 9 and September 11, 2025. All comments received 
during the 30-day comment period have been addressed and documented in this Final ESR, 
which has been filed with the MECP along with the Statement of Completion. Further details are 
provided below.  

3.6.1 Notice of Completion 

A Notice of Completion of the Draft ESR was published on September 11, 2025, in the 
Brockville Recorder and Times and circulated to Indigenous communities, agencies and 
stakeholders on the Project Contact List and property owners within a 2 km radius of the site. 
It was also posted on the project website and published in the South Grenville Beacon on 
September 18, 2025. The notification indicated that the Draft ESR was complete, and that 
Skyview BESS Inc. was providing a 30-day comment period from September 11, 2025, to 
October 11, 2025, to allow interested parties to review and comment on the Draft ESR.  

The Draft ESR was available digitally on the project website at: 
https://www.potentiarenewables.com/our-portfolio/skyview-2-bess-project/ 

Or in print at the following location during regular business hours: 

Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal 
18 Centre Street  
Spencerville, ON K0E 1X0 
Tel: (613) 658-3055 

Any comments regarding the Draft ESR were to be submitted to Skyview BESS Inc. no later 
than October 11, 2025, and addressed to:  

Keaton Lever 
Senior Project Manager, Development & Origination 
Tel: (647) 248-7946 
Email: info@skyview2bess.ca 
Fax: (416) 607-2218 

Any Section 16 Order Requests made on the grounds that the requested order may prevent, 
mitigate, or remedy adverse effects on constitutionally protected Aboriginal and treaty rights 
should have been sent to: 

Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks  
777 Bay Street, 5th Floor  
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3  
Email: minister.mecp@ontario.ca  

Environmental Assessment Branch  
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks  
135 St. Clair Ave. W, 1st Floor  
Toronto, ON M4V 1P5  
Email: EABDirector@ontario.ca  

Any Section 16 Order Requests should also have been copied to Skyview BESS Inc. at 
info@skyview2bess.ca. No Section 16 Order requests were received.  

https://www.potentiarenewables.com/our-portfolio/skyview-2-bess-project/
mailto:info@skyview2bess.ca
mailto:minister.mecp@ontario.ca
mailto:EABDirector@ontario.ca
mailto:info@skyview2bess.ca
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4.7.3 Physical Environment  

The Project Site lies within a physiographic region known as the Edwardsburg Sand Plain, 
which is characterized as a mostly level to slightly undulating surficial sand plain underlain by 
boulder clay and limestone bedrock (WSP 2025). The Project Site also lies within Ecodistrict 
6E-12 (Kemptville Ecodistrict), where small rural communities and agriculture occupy the vast 
majority of the ecodistrict. The topography of the landscape has changed through human 
activity, including tree clearing, earth displacement, filling, tile drainage, and watercourse 
alteration. 

The Project Site consists of agricultural fields that have been cleared of natural vegetation and 
are tile drained, with exposed soils in the winter and row crops during the growing season.  

4.7.4 Terrestrial Environment 

The Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal Official Plan (Schedule B, Development Constraints, 
2019) identifies Significant Woodlands within the Project Site; however, the Project Site no 
longer contains Significant Woodlands as the area has been cleared, and is tile drained for 
agriculture. Based on the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville Official Plan Schedule C 
(Natural Heritage Features and Areas, 2022), there are no environmental, natural resource, or 
hazard constraints within the Study Area. The Study Area does not contain any Areas of Natural 
and Scientific Interest (ANSIs), Provincially Significant Wetlands, or other protected areas.  

Vegetation communities situated to the west and east of the Project Site are deciduous swamp 
communities (Figure 4-1) with a canopy layer dominated by Silver Maple (Acer saccharinum). 
Other species noted within the canopy and sub-canopy layers include Sugar Maple (Acer 
saccharum), Red Maple (Acer rubrum), Basswood (Tilia americana), Bur Oak (Quercus 
macrocarpa), Eastern Cottonwood (Populus deltoides), and Eastern White Cedar (Thuja 
occidentalis). Understory and ground cover species include Black Ash (Juglans nigra), Sensitive 
Fern (Onoclea sensibilis), Alder Buckthorn (Frangula alnus), Reed Canary Grass (Phalaris 
arundinacea), Willow species (Salix spp.), and various grasses, sedges, and mosses. Species 
apparent along the drier and anthropogenically impacted edges of these communities include 
Large-toothed Aspen (Tilia grandidentata), Trembling Aspen (Populus tremuloides), American 
Elm (Ulmus americana), and Alder Buckthorn (SLR 2025). 

Amphibian calling from five species were heard within the Study Area during amphibian call 
surveys, which took place from April to June 2024 (SLR 2025). Call levels and community 
composition confirmed the presence of Significant Wildlife Habitat (SWH) for woodland and 
wetland amphibian breeding within the deciduous swamps outside of the Project Site. 
The Project Site itself does not contain Amphibian Breeding Habitat SWH, as agricultural 
communities cannot be considered Amphibian Breeding Habitat SWH. Further, the Project 
Footprint does not fall within 120 m of the SWH. More information is available in the Natural 
Heritage Study found in Appendix D.  

4.7.5 Species At Risk and Species of Conservation Concern 

Species of Conservation Concern (SoCC) observed within the Project Site during ecological 
field investigations in 2024 included multiple Barn Swallows (Hirundo rustica) likely nesting 
within the vacant stable in the south portion of the Project Site, and Eastern Wood-pewee 
(Contopus virens) in the swamp habitat west of the Project Site (SLR 2025) (Figure 4-1). 
Monarch (Danaus plexippus) butterfly was also observed along the northern border of the 
Project Site, and Black Ash (Juglans nigra) was observed in the swamp habitats to the west and 
east of the Project Site.  
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Temperature 

Daily average, maximum, and minimum temperatures for each month are presented in  
Table 4-1. The extreme maximum temperature recorded was 35°C in July, while the extreme 
minimum temperature recorded was -31.5°C in January (ECCC 2024). 

Table 4-1: Monthly Average and Extreme Temperatures at Brockville Station, 1991-2020 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Daily Average 
(°C) 

-7.2 -6.0 -0.7 6.6 13.5 18.5 21.3 20.6 16.5 9.7 3.5 -3.0 

Standard 
Deviation 

3.1 3.0 2.4 1.6 1.7 1.2 1.4 1.3 1.5 1.4 2.1 2.7 

Daily 
Maximum (°C) 

-3.1 -1.7 3.7 11.3 18.8 23.4 26.1 25.4 21.2 13.8 7.0 0.4 

Daily Minimum 
(°C) 

-11.3 -10.3 -5.0 1.8 8.3 13.5 16.5 15.7 11.7 5.8 -0.2 -6.5 

Extreme 
Maximum (°C) 

16.0 15.5 26.0 28.0 31.5 34.5 35.0 34.0 33.0 26.0 21.0 19.5 

Extreme 
Minimum (°C) 

-31.5 -30.0 -26.0 -13.5 -3.0 3.0 2.0 2.0 -3.5 -7.0 -18.0 -30.0 

Precipitation 

Table 4-2 provides monthly average precipitation, divided into rainfall and snowfall. The month 
with the highest average rainfall recorded was July, with the lowest average rainfall being 
recorded in the month of February. The highest average snowfall during winter months over the 
recorded period was January, with the lowest average snowfall being in May. The extreme daily 
rainfall and snowfall are 83 mm and 34.5 centimetres (cm) in September and March respectively 
(ECCC 2024). 

Table 4-2: Average Monthly and Extreme Precipitation at Brockville Station, 1991-2020  

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Rainfall (mm) 34.3 22.6 39.7 81.4 79.4 95.7 99.2 81.9 95.5 92.6 69.8 44.7 

Snowfall (cm) 49.5 41.4 28.6 7.7 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.4 11.2 40.6 

Precipitation 
(mm) 

83.8 64.0 68.3 89.1 79.6 95.7 99.2 81.9 95.5 94.0 81.0 85.2 

Extreme Daily 
Rainfall (mm) 

52.2 37.2 72.2 50.2 55.0 46.2 77.4 54.6 83.0 81.0 58.4 38.6 

Extreme Daily 
Snowfall (cm) 

1.2 26.6 34.5 26.4 2.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 18.0 18.4 26.4 

4.7.7.3 Wind Speed 

Wind extremes, including extreme speed and extreme gust speed, are presented in Table 4-3. 
The month with the highest average extreme speed is April, with the lowest average in August. 
The highest average extreme gust speed is in April, with the lowest average in September 
(ECCC 2024).  
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5.0 Evaluation of Alternative Methods 

5.1 Identification of Alternative Design Configurations 

Skyview BESS Inc. considered several different design alternatives related to the placement of 
key infrastructure within the Project Site, including the BESS, transmission line corridor, and 
access road alignment. Each of these options were assessed based on a set of evaluation 
criteria and ultimately a preferred alternative was selected for each. The alternative design 
configurations evaluated for the Project are described in Table 5-1 and illustrated in Figure 5-1. 

Table 5-1: Alternative Design Configurations 

BESS Facility Area Alternatives  

Footprint Option 1  
(Blue) 

Sited on the eastern edge of the Project Site, approximately 1 km north of 
Dobbie Road, immediately south of the Crowder Municipal Drain and north of 
the Berry Municipal Drain. 

Footprint Option 2  
(Green) 

Sited approximately in the centre of the Project Site, approximately 1 km north 
of Dobbie Road, immediately south of the Crowder Municipal Drain. 

Transmission Line Corridor Alternatives 

Corridor Option 1 
(White) 

Running southeast diagonally from the transformer substation to the existing 
HONI transmission line in the southeast corner of the Project Site near the 
intersection of Byker Road and Branch Road North. 

Corridor Option 2 
(Pink) 

Running south straight from the transformer substation to the existing HONI 
transmission line directly north of the existing dwelling at 208 Dobbie Road. 

Access Road Alignment Alternatives 

Alignment Option 1  
(Purple) 

Leading north with access from the intersection of Byker Road and Branch 
Road North along an unopened road allowance. Sited on the easternmost edge 
of the Project Site, along the municipal boundary with the Municipality of South 
Dundas.  

Alignment Option 2  
(Yellow) 

Leading north with access from Dobbie Road, directly in the centre of the 
Project Site, just west of the existing farmhouse at 112 Dobbie Road and the 
vacant outbuildings.  
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Servicing: The Project will require internet connection and a backup power source during 
operations. New internet connections may be required from local providers and will be installed 
in accordance with utility requirements and municipal standards. Two backup generators will be 
required to provide an emergency power source for the two electrical control buildings in the 
event of an outage. The final configuration will be developed during detail design. The 
generators will only run periodically, when needed, as a backup power source to operate the 
switching equipment within the transformer substation (i.e., if the primary distribution voltage 
supply is unavailable), or as required for occasional maintenance or testing purposes. The 
generators will be located near the transformer substation control buildings. The fuel will be 
stored nearby in accordance with applicable regulatory requirements. 

Fire Water Tank: Fire water will be stored on site in a dedicated 24,000-gallon tank, which will 
be accessible to emergency responders.  

Security and Lighting: The entire Project Footprint will be graded, gravelled, and enclosed by 
perimeter chain link fencing to prevent unauthorized access. Project lighting will be installed in 
conformance with applicable requirements and will be determined as part of detailed design. 

Skyview BESS Inc. recognizes that surrounding community members prefer minimal or no light 
intrusion. As part of the Site Plan Approval application to the Township, a detailed lighting plan 
will be prepared. The plan may deploy methods to reduce light pollution, such as directional 
lighting, motion sensors, shielded fixtures to limit light spill, low-intensity LED lights with warm 
colour temperatures, timers for non-essential lighting, and/or strategic placement to minimize 
visibility from residential areas. 

6.4 Temporary Construction Components 

Construction will require the temporary disturbance of areas within the Construction Footprint for 
the installation of the various Project components, as well as for the construction laydown and 
storage area to be used for: storage of equipment, materials and supplies prior to installation; 
vehicle parking; construction office trailer(s); portable washroom facilities, and other 
construction requirements.  

Temporary construction infrastructure will also include temporary access, soil management 
areas, and staging for collector lines and poles, and excess soil. Soil stockpiling may be 
required on site and will be managed with Erosion and Sediment Control (ESC) measures.  

Temporary servicing during construction may include internet connection from local service 
providers, with infrastructure being installed, if required.  

It is anticipated that diesel generator units will be used for the duration of construction to provide 
a temporary power source for construction activities prior to connection with the electricity grid.  

All temporarily disturbed areas will be restored to pre-construction conditions or equivalent upon 
completion of the construction phase. Should the temporary construction areas need gravelling 
or alteration, they will be also returned to their existing conditions or equivalent. 

6.4.1 Transportation  

The Project will require equipment delivery and material removal over its lifespan, with most 
activity occurring during soil management in the construction phase. As part of the Public Open 
House (Appendix A), Skyview BESS Inc. presented three potential delivery routes originating 
from major provincial highways for transport of the BESS and associated equipment.  
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Further, with the implementation of the mitigation measures described in the following 
subsections, any excess soils and/or waste generated by the Project is not anticipated to result 
in residual effects on the physical environment.  

7.8.3.1 Excess Soils Management  

Project activities will result in the production of excess materials during construction, including 
topsoil and subsoil from excavation and soil stripping activities. Efforts will be made to reuse 
soils onsite where practical and feasible; however, excess materials that cannot be managed 
onsite will be handled in accordance with O. Reg. 406/19. 

Soil testing to meet the requirements of O. Reg. 406/19 will be completed prior to and/or during 
construction. If excess soils are deemed suitable, Skyview BESS Inc. will work with the 
landowners to explore opportunities for beneficial reuse within the Project Site. Reuse sites will 
be selected based on the characterization of excess soils, the need for beneficial reuse, and the 
volume of excess soils generated. Any excess soil required to leave the site will be trucked from 
the Project Site and taken to an approved facility licensed to accept excess soils based on its 
characterization.  

7.8.3.2 Waste Generation  

The Project will generate construction waste that will need to be disposed of at appropriate 
waste reception or recycling facilities. Waste produced during the construction period may 
include non-hazardous wastes (e.g., packaging, spent lubricating cartridges, coffee cups, etc.) 
and hazardous wastes (e.g., pneumatic oils from hydraulic systems, gasoline or other 
lubricants/oils).  

Any hazardous waste generated during construction and operations (solid and liquid) will be 
transported by licensed waste haulers to registered disposal sites. Good management practices 
will be used to prevent spills and contamination during Project activities.  

Any temporary storage of non-hazardous waste on-site will include the use of secured 
containers in designated sites away from sensitive areas, and removal from the site on a regular 
basis. Waste produced will be minimized, segregated, and recycled where possible, and all 
testing, handling, storage, transport and disposal of waste will be completed in accordance with 
all applicable legislation. Site-specific waste management measures will be identified in the 
EPP.  

7.8.4 Terrestrial Environment 

The Project Site does not contain sensitive natural heritage features or SWH. All sensitive 
natural heritage features have been avoided through Project siting, including avoidance of the 
nearest swamp communities which are located over 400 m away from the Project Footprint. 
As the Project will be situated entirely within an actively managed area that does not contain 
natural vegetation, the Project is not anticipated to result in the permanent loss of established 
wildlife habitat or habitat corridors.  

Any remaining potential effects can be mitigated through the implementation of standard 
management practices (e.g., dust management, construction waste management, ESC).  

If wildlife is encountered during construction, personnel will be required to move away from the 
animal and provide reasonable time for the animal to move out of the active area. 
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Operation of the Project was assessed using all stationary sources including battery enclosures, 
inverters fitted with noise kits, high-voltage transformers, emergency generators, cooling fans, 
etc. To meet the requirements of the provincial regulation, an Acoustic Assessment Report 
(Appendix E) was completed to demonstrate compliance with provincial limits and completion 
of the EASR registration process. The report demonstrates that the Project will meet the MECP 
Class 3 sound level limits at all existing receptors with no mitigation.  

The Project design and equipment selection was refined based on the Acoustic Assessment 
Report. Within the assessment, two contingency noise barriers were modelled to address a 
potential risk that, in the future, the two properties owned by Skyview BESS Inc. could become 
noise-sensitive receptors. Barrier A is approximately 8.5 m tall by 75 m long and would be 
placed immediately north of the potential receptor at 112 Dobbie Road (VL23). Barrier B is 
approximately 8 m tall by 50 m long and would be placed immediately north of the potential 
receptor at 208 Dobbie Road (VL24). No barrier is required for current operational design. 
Installation of barriers could occur if receptor classification changes on either lot in the future. 

As the Project progresses through detailed design, alterations to equipment and their location 
may be required. Any changes to the Project will be required to meet the provincial noise 
standards, which could include requirements for noise barriers.  

7.9 Visual and Aesthetic Resources  

The Project will result in changes to the aesthetic image of the surrounding area as the area is 
characterized by rural residential and agricultural landscapes. Visual renderings were completed 
to depict this change in scenery and were presented at the Public Open House (Exhibits 3 and 
4). Given the distance from the BESS and the nearest residence (over 1 km), visual and 
aesthetic impacts are predicted to be minimal.  

During the Public Open House, neighbours raised concerns regarding the impacts of lighting 
from the facility. During detailed design, the lighting plan will be developed based on regulatory 
requirements, health and safety considerations, and engineering technologies. Motion detector 
lighting and/or light positioning will be assessed to reduce the light impacts to surrounding 
properties. In addition, during construction activities, visual impacts on properties adjacent to the 
Project will be minimized by maintaining a clean and organized workspace, and restoring areas 
disturbed by construction activities post-construction. 
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Exhibit 3: Exhibit 3: Aerial View of the Project Looking North from Dobbie Road  

 

Exhibit 4: Aerial View of the Project Looking South from Crowder Municipal Drain 
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7.10 Summary of Potential Environmental Effects and Mitigation 
Measures and Residual Effects 

Table 7-1 provides a summary of the potential effects of the Project, the proposed mitigation 
measures, and the residual effects identified. 
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Environmental 
Concern 

Project Phase and 
Potential Effect 

Mitigation Measures Net Effect 

Land Use and Communities 

Land Use 
Planning  

No potential effects 
identified.  

No conflicts with existing municipal or provincial plans or policies have been 
identified. The Project is consistent with the PPS (2024) and the policies of 
the Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal Official Plan and the United 
Counties of Leeds and Grenville Official Plan. All applicable permits will be 
obtained from the Township in advance of construction. 

No effects. 

First Nation 
Lands and 
Territory 

Potential effects to 
Indigenous interests. 

No impacts have been identified to date by Indigenous communities. As the 
Project progresses, Skyview BESS Inc. will continue to engage with 
Indigenous communities as identified by the Crown. 

No effects.  

Transportation Short-term disruption to 
vehicular traffic within the 
Study Area during the 
construction phase (e.g., 
increased equipment 
delivery and worker 
vehicular traffic). 

A Traffic Management Plan will be developed by the EPC contractor to 
address component delivery and mitigate impacts to vehicular traffic from 
construction activities. Advanced notice of construction commencement will 
also be provided to the Township, County, emergency service providers, and 
adjacent landowners prior to the start of construction activities.  

No significant net 
effects predicted. 

Minerals 

Mineral 
Resources  

Removal of the potential 
for resource extraction 
during the operational life 
of the Project. 

The Project will not involve quarrying onsite sources of bedrock, sand or 
gravel resources. Currently, no aggregate pit operations exist within or 
adjacent to the Study Area. 

Upon decommissioning and removal of Project infrastructure, the lands will 
become available for potential mineral aggregate resource extraction.  

No significant net 
effects predicted. 

Recreation 

Recreational 
Resources 

No potential effects 
identified.  

There are no recreational resources within the Project Site. No effects. 
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Environmental 
Concern 

Project Phase and 
Potential Effect 

Mitigation Measures Net Effect 

Natural Environment 

Groundwater 
Resources 

Potential effects on 
groundwater quality and 
quantity within nearby 
municipal drains as a 
result of temporary 
dewatering activities. 

The Hydrogeological Assessment (SLR 2025) determined that municipal 
wells and local private water wells within the Study Area will not be affected.  

Construction excavations are expected to be shallow and will minimize the 
need for temporary construction dewatering. Portions of the site are also 
expected to be elevated above the existing ground surface; therefore, 
dewatering volumes are expected to stay below the permitting threshold of 
50,000 L/day. If dewatering is required beyond this threshold, an EASR for 
temporary construction dewatering will be undertaken in accordance with O. 
Reg. 63/16. 

No significant net 
effects predicted. 

Surface Water 
and Source 
Water Protection 

Potential effects on 
surface water quality and 
quantity within nearby 
municipal drains as a 
result of increased 
runoff/stormwater 
discharge rates and 
volumes, changes in flow 
conveyance, increased 
sedimentation and/or 
erosion in watercourses, 
and potential spills from 
construction or operations 
equipment.  

A Stormwater Management Plan (WSP 2025) was completed to address 
both quality and quantity of stormwater runoff and site drainage. Effluent 
discharge from the stormwater management controls is subject to MECP 
approval as part of the ECA (Industrial Sewage/Stormwater Works) process. 
A comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan is also required by the 
Township of Edwardsburg Cardinal for Site Plan Approval, and SNC 
permitting for works within 30 m of regulated areas. 

Prior to construction, site-specific ESC measures will be implemented (e.g., 
silt fencing, erosion blankets, routine monitoring, etc.). 

To prevent an accidental spill or release during construction, all vehicles and 
equipment will be re-fuelled within a designated area, away from sensitive 
receptors such as the municipal drains. In addition, all fuels, lubricants, or 
other potential contaminants will be stored in proper containers/storage 
areas on level ground. 

To allow for rapid response in the event of a spill, spill kits will be located at 
all refueling stations as well as in construction vehicles. If a spill occurs 
during construction, such as a release of oils or fuels from construction 
vehicles or equipment, spill response and clean-up will commence 
immediately, and where necessary, remedial action will be implemented. 

In the unlikely event that a provincially reportable spill occurs and there is 
release of a contaminant to the natural environment (e.g., from construction 
vehicles or equipment), the MECP Spills Action Centre will be contacted, 
and spill containment and clean-up will occur as soon as possible, in 
accordance with provincial regulations (e.g., O. Reg. 675/98).  

No significant net 
effects predicted.  
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Environmental 
Concern 

Project Phase and 
Potential Effect 

Mitigation Measures Net Effect 

Physical 
Environment 

No potential effects 
identified.  

With backfill, grading, and site restoration following construction, 
physiography and surficial bedrock geology in the vicinity of the Project will 
not be affected. 

No effects. 

Excess Soils  Excess soils may be 
produced during soil 
stripping activities and 
excavations.  

Any soils temporarily stored on-site in stockpiles will be managed in 
accordance with O. Reg. 406/19.  

Excess soils proposed to be removed from the site will be tested, where 
required, prior to and/or during construction and managed in accordance 
with O. Reg. 406/19. If excess soils are deemed suitable for beneficial reuse, 
efforts will be made to increase the reuse of soils on site. Reuse sites within 
the Project Site will be selected in consultation with the landowner and 
based on the characterization of excess soils, the need for beneficial reuse, 
and the volume of excess soils generated.  

Excess soils trucked off-site will be based on the quality of the material as 
determined by testing (i.e., sent for reuse or disposal). Acknowledgement 
from reuse sites will be obtained prior to the movement of excess soils.  

No net effects 
predicted. 

Waste 
Generation 

Generation of hazardous 
and non-hazardous 
waste. 

Waste and recyclables will be sorted, segregated, and removed to a licensed 
waste management facility and/or recycling facility.  

Liquid and solid sewage wastes held in portable tanks will be removed by a 
licensed contractor and taken to a licensed disposal facility.  

Waste materials will be contained and not allowed into sensitive receptors 
such as waterbodies, riparian areas, or agricultural fields.  

Testing, handling, storage, transport, and disposal of waste will be 
completed in accordance with applicable legislation. 

No net effects 
predicted.  

Terrestrial 
Environment 

Potential for disturbance 
to terrestrial wildlife from 
construction activities. 

The Project is situated entirely within an actively managed area that does not 
contain natural vegetation. Therefore, no loss of established wildlife habitat 
or habitat corridors is anticipated. 

Standard mitigation for dust management, waste, ESC, etc. will be 
implemented, and if wildlife is encountered during construction, personnel 
will be required to move away from the animal and provide reasonable time 
for the animal to move out of the active area. Additional protection measures 
will be outlined in the EPP. 

No net effects 
predicted. 
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8.0 Consideration of Climate Effects 

The BESS will not introduce new sources of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions during regular 
operations. Rather, the BESS will conserve excess energy and feed it back to the grid when 
needed, thereby indirectly helping to reduce overall GHG emissions by reducing reliance on 
fossil-fuel based generation.  

Project construction will, however, result in temporary GHG emissions (carbon dioxide, 
methane, and nitrous oxide) from the combustion of diesel fuel in heavy equipment and 
generators. Emissions will also result from construction traffic throughout the construction 
period. During construction, many of the same mitigation measures provided in Section 7.8.7.2 
will also aid in reducing GHG emissions and will be considered during development of the EPP. 

The Class EA for TF also requires proponents to consider the potential environmental effects of 
climate change (e.g., storms, flooding, drought or other severe weather events) in the design, 
siting, construction, and operation of transmission facilities. The impacts of climate change on 
the Project (adaptation) have been considered in the Project design and its components. 
For example, BESS installations include a range of safety systems such as fire detection and 
suppression, spill containment, and cooling systems to provide proper operating temperatures. 
The BESS equipment and other Project components will be certified to meet recognized codes 
and standards in Ontario and Canada. Furthermore, as described in the assessment of 
alternative design configurations, the potential effects of flooding have been considered by siting 
the Project predominantly outside of the 100-year flood line. Based on these engineering design 
measures; the Project and its components are considered to have a high adaptive capacity to 
the potential impacts of climate hazards.  
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9.0 Consideration of Cumulative Effects 

The Class EA for TF requires that proponents consider cumulative effects of the Project with 
other projects proposed in the immediate project area, where documentation is available (e.g., 
other EAs). Specifically, this consideration of cumulative effects relates to the potential for net 
environmental effects of the Project to overlap spatially and/or temporally with similar net effects 
associated with another project. 

A review was undertaken of publicly available documentation to identify projects in proximity to 
the Project Site that are currently undergoing or have recently completed EAs under federal or 
provincial processes, or that have recently obtained provincial environmental approvals or 
registrations, including ECAs and EASRs (Government of Ontario 2023b). In addition, Skyview 
BESS Inc. has been engaging with the Township of Edwardsburgh Cardinal, SNC, local 
residents, and Indigenous communities throughout both the IESO LT1 RFP and Class EA for TF 
processes. As a result of the review and engagement activities, no proposed projects or recent 
activities were identified within the Study Area that could reasonably interact spatially or 
temporally with the Project net effects. Therefore, no cumulative effects with other projects are 
anticipated.  





https://www.potentiarenewables.com/our-portfolio/skyview-2-bess-project/
https://www.potentiarenewables.com/our-portfolio/skyview-2-bess-project/


https://files.ontario.ca/ecosystemspart1-accessible-july2018.pdf
https://climate.weather.gc.ca/climate_normals/results_1991_2020_e.html?searchType=stnProv&lstProvince=ON&txtCentralLatMin=0&txtCentralLatSec=0&txtCentralLongMin=0&txtCentralLongSec=0&stnID=155000000&dispBack=0
https://climate.weather.gc.ca/climate_normals/results_1991_2020_e.html?searchType=stnProv&lstProvince=ON&txtCentralLatMin=0&txtCentralLatSec=0&txtCentralLongMin=0&txtCentralLongSec=0&stnID=155000000&dispBack=0
https://climate.weather.gc.ca/climate_normals/results_1991_2020_e.html?searchType=stnProv&lstProvince=ON&txtCentralLatMin=0&txtCentralLatSec=0&txtCentralLongMin=0&txtCentralLongSec=0&stnID=155000000&dispBack=0
https://sis.agr.gc.ca/cansis/nsdb/cli/index.html
https://www.lioapplications.lrc.gov.on.ca/Pits_And_Quarries/index.html?viewer=Pits_and_Quarries.Pits_and_Quarries&locale=en-CA
https://www.lioapplications.lrc.gov.on.ca/Pits_And_Quarries/index.html?viewer=Pits_and_Quarries.Pits_and_Quarries&locale=en-CA
https://www.ontario.ca/page/list-environmental-approvals-and-registrations
https://www.ontario.ca/page/list-environmental-approvals-and-registrations
https://www.lioapplications.lrc.gov.on.ca/SourceWaterProtection/index.html?viewer=SourceWaterProtection.SWPViewer&locale=en-CA
https://www.lioapplications.lrc.gov.on.ca/SourceWaterProtection/index.html?viewer=SourceWaterProtection.SWPViewer&locale=en-CA
https://www.hydroone.com/abouthydroone/CorporateInformation/majorprojects/classenvironmentalassessmentforminortransmissionfacilities/Documents/Class%20EA%20for%20Minor%20Transmission%20Facilities.pdf
https://www.hydroone.com/abouthydroone/CorporateInformation/majorprojects/classenvironmentalassessmentforminortransmissionfacilities/Documents/Class%20EA%20for%20Minor%20Transmission%20Facilities.pdf
https://www.hydroone.com/abouthydroone/CorporateInformation/majorprojects/classenvironmentalassessmentforminortransmissionfacilities/Documents/Class%20EA%20for%20Minor%20Transmission%20Facilities.pdf
https://www.ieso.ca/en/Sector-Participants/Planning-and-Forecasting/Annual-Planning-Outlook
https://www.ieso.ca/en/Sector-Participants/Planning-and-Forecasting/Annual-Planning-Outlook
https://www.ieso.ca/en/Sector-Participants/IESO-News/2022/10/Resource-Eligibility-Interim-Report-Released
https://www.ieso.ca/en/Sector-Participants/IESO-News/2022/10/Resource-Eligibility-Interim-Report-Released
https://www.ieso.ca/en/Sector-Participants/Planning-and-Forecasting/Annual-Planning-Outlook
https://www.ieso.ca/en/Sector-Participants/Planning-and-Forecasting/Annual-Planning-Outlook


https://www.lioapplications.lrc.gov.on.ca/AgMaps/Index.html?viewer=AgMaps.AgMaps&amp;locale=en-CA
https://www.lioapplications.lrc.gov.on.ca/AgMaps/Index.html?viewer=AgMaps.AgMaps&amp;locale=en-CA
https://www.airqualityontario.com/aqhi/search.php?stationid=51001&show_day=0&start_day=1&start_month=1&start_year=2024&submit_search=Get+AQHI+Readings
https://www.airqualityontario.com/aqhi/search.php?stationid=51001&show_day=0&start_day=1&start_month=1&start_year=2024&submit_search=Get+AQHI+Readings
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2023-08/Guide%20to%20EA%20Requirments%20for%20Electricity%20Projects%2008-08-2023.pdf
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2023-08/Guide%20to%20EA%20Requirments%20for%20Electricity%20Projects%2008-08-2023.pdf
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2023-08/Guide%20to%20EA%20Requirments%20for%20Electricity%20Projects%2008-08-2023.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/page/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process
https://www.ontario.ca/page/environmental-noise-guideline-stationary-and-transportation-sources-approval-and-planning
https://www.ontario.ca/page/environmental-noise-guideline-stationary-and-transportation-sources-approval-and-planning
https://www.ontario.ca/page/forest-resources-inventory
https://www.ontario.ca/files/2024-10/mmah-provincial-planning-statement-en-2024-10-23.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/files/2024-10/mmah-provincial-planning-statement-en-2024-10-23.pdf
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/dp-pd/prof/details/page.cfm?Lang=E&SearchText=Edwardsburgh%2FCardinal&DGUIDlist=2021A00053507004&GENDERlist=1,2,3&STATISTIClist=1&HEADERlist=0
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/dp-pd/prof/details/page.cfm?Lang=E&SearchText=Edwardsburgh%2FCardinal&DGUIDlist=2021A00053507004&GENDERlist=1,2,3&STATISTIClist=1&HEADERlist=0
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/dp-pd/prof/details/page.cfm?Lang=E&SearchText=Edwardsburgh%2FCardinal&DGUIDlist=2021A00053507004&GENDERlist=1,2,3&STATISTIClist=1&HEADERlist=0
https://www.leedsgrenville.com/en/government/official-plan.aspx
https://www.twpec.ca/Planning/EC-Official-Plan---FinalApproved_March2024-Consolidation.pdf
https://www.twpec.ca/Planning/EC-Official-Plan---FinalApproved_March2024-Consolidation.pdf
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